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Welcome to the ECI Monday Musings.  It is a compilation of information, practical advice, training 
announcements, and/or success stories.  Monday Musings is intended to disseminate information to 
Early Childhood Iowa Stakeholders in a timely fashion.  (We may on occasion send out a separate email 
with information if it needs immediate attention or if for a specific audience.) 
 
Please let us know if you have something you would like to contribute or have suggestions or comments 
at jeffrey.anderson@iowa.gov 
 
Back Issues of Monday Musing are available here. 
 

“Leadership is action, not position.”  
 – Donald H. McGannon 

 
State Information:  
 
Meeting Announcement:  ECI Stakeholders Alliance December 8, 2015 
 
The next ECI Stakeholder Alliance meeting is: 
 
December 8, 2015 
12:30 -4:00 PM 
Urbandale Library 
3520 86th St 
Urbandale, IA 50322 
 
A draft agenda is below.   

 What is Equity?   

 The Importance of Fathers – Fatherhood Initiative 

 Child Care and Development Block Grant State Plan 

 Children of Diversity Project 

 Finalize ECI Strategic Plan 
 
To register you attendance please use this link by December 4, 2015:  
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/57SGWBY  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jeffrey.anderson@iowa.gov
http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/EC_resources/monday_musings.html
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/57SGWBY
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Iowa Medicaid Modernization 
  
Member Enrollment Packet Sample Available: You may now access a sample of the IA Health Link 
managed care enrollment packet. The enrollment packets include a number of resources that explain 
the member’s new options for coverage, how members enroll in or change plans, and other information 
on learning more about their new coverage. Enrollment packets are currently being mailed and will be 
sent to all members by the end of November, beginning with Long Term Care and Home and Community 
Based Services members, followed by Traditional Medicaid, hawk-i and then current managed care 
members. Find a sample enrollment packet here: 
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/EnrollmentPacket_Sample_Nov2015.pdf  
  
Learn more about the member enrollment process by accessing the enrollment fact sheet: 
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/IAHealthLink_MemberEnrollment_Factsheet.pdf.  
  
Member Choice Timeline: Members have until December 17, 2015, to make a choice for January 1, 
2016. If no choice is made, the member will be enrolled with the MCO included on the letter in the 
enrollment packet. Members can change their MCO for any reason through March 18, 2016. After 
March 18, 2016, members can change their MCO for reasons of good cause. Additionally, there will be a 
time once per year when members can change their MCO for any reason. 
  
Members may make a selection of their MCO by: 

1. Calling Iowa Medicaid Member Services at 1-800-338-8366 (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday- 
Friday). 

2. Completing the enrollment form included in the packet and placing it in the postage-paid return 
envelope. 

3. Completing the enrollment form and faxing it to Iowa Medicaid Member Services. 
4. Completing the enrollment form and emailing it to Iowa Medicaid Member Services. 
5. Attending an in-person member education session and completing the form. 

  
Member Meeting Schedule Reminder: Iowa Medicaid is hosting meetings for Medicaid members to 
learn more about the IA Health Link program. These meetings will provide the public with an 
opportunity to receive information about the transition, ask questions directly to DHS staff, and receive 
in-person enrollment assistance. New meetings are being added weekly, please check the updated 
schedule to help members in your area find a meeting. Members may also access details on the meeting 
locations by calling Iowa Medicaid Member Services at 1-800-338-8366 (8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday- 
Friday) http://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/MemberEducation_and_EnrollmentEventsFlyer.pdf 
  
Reminder: Key Provider Implementation Resources Released: DHS reminds providers that key provider 
resources for the upcoming transition to managed care and launch of the IA Health Link program are 
available.  
  
The following items are available at the DHS website unless otherwise noted.  

1. Managed Care Organization Provider Agreement Templates – Contact the MCOs, see contacts 
below 

2. Managed Care Organization Provider Manuals   
3. Provider Universal Application  
4. Provider Rate Baseline and Fee Schedule 

https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/EnrollmentPacket_Sample_Nov2015.pdf
https://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/IAHealthLink_MemberEnrollment_Factsheet.pdf
http://dhs.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/MemberEducation_and_EnrollmentEventsFlyer.pdf


3 
 

5. Provider Network Fact Sheet 
  
Additional questions can be directed to Iowa Medicaid Provider Services at 1-800-338-7909 (7:30 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m., Monday- Friday) or at IMEProviderServices@dhs.state.ia.us.  
  
MCO Provider Contact Information 

Managed Care Organization Provider-Specific Contact and Phone Number 

Amerigroup Iowa, Inc. Email: iowamedicaid@amerigroup.com  

Phone: 1-855-789-7989 

AmeriHealth Caritas Iowa, Inc. Email:  IowaProviderNetwork@amerihealthcaritas.com 
Phone:  1-855-287-7855 

UnitedHealthcare Plan of the River 
Valley, Inc. 

Providers: IowaCommunityNetwork@uhc.com 

Or contact your current contract manager 

Phone: 1-888-650-3462  

WellCare of Iowa, Inc. Email: IowaNetwork@wellcare.com   

Phone: 1-855-599-3811 

  
 Information on Medicaid Modernization can be found on the dedicated web page at: 
http://dhs.iowa.gov/ime/about/initiatives/MedicaidModernization.  
  
Please feel free to share this information with others in your organization or your community. If you’d like to 
subscribe or unsubscribe to these email notifications, please email “subscribe” along with your name, 
organization and contact information to IMECommunications@dhs.state.ia.us. 
 
ECI Webinar:  Engaging Citizens through Social Media 
ECI is hosting a webinar on December 2nd from 9:00 – 10:30 on:  “Engaging Citizens through Social 
Media” - Dawn Connet, Iowa Office of Chief Information Officer 
 
Brief Overview of the Workshop:  An introduction to social media engagement including developing a 
strategy, legal implications, handling negativity and resources for social media professionals.  Learn the 
must have points for your policies to how to listen and engage your community through social media. 

Registration URL: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4665228206226316802 

Webinar ID: 111-712-403 
Presenter: 
Dawn Connet, eGovernment Services Coordinator for the Iowa Office of the Chief Information Officer 
has a B.A. in Political Science from Iowa State University.  She worked as an Account Manager for IBM, 
Bull and Unisys managing state government clients before joining Iowa government in 2007.  In her 
current role she is responsible for developing the social media presence for the state’s technology 
department and supporting the expansion of social media engagement throughout state government.   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:IMEProviderServices@dhs.state.ia.us
mailto:iowamedicaid@amerigroup.com
mailto:IowaProviderNetwork@amerihealthcaritas.com
mailto:IowaCommunityNetwork@uhc.com
mailto:IowaNetwork@wellcare.com
http://dhs.iowa.gov/ime/about/initiatives/MedicaidModernization
mailto:IMECommunications@dhs.state.ia.us
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4665228206226316802
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Federal Information: 
 
Introducing a Compendium of Evidenced-Based Parenting Interventions Webinar 

 
Tuesday, December 8th, 3pm (EST) 
 
 

Please join ACF for a webinar Introducing a Compendium of 
Evidenced-Based Parenting Interventions on December 8rd at 
3:00 pm EST.  

Strong parent-child relationships set the stage for children’s success in school and in life. 
Discover ways to partner with families to strengthen these relationships with the help of this 
compilation of evidenced-based parenting interventions for children ages birth to 5. Research 
has shown that the parenting interventions in this guide support children’s learning and 
development. 

Who Should Watch, Listen, and Participate?  

 Parents and other stakeholders interested in supporting the well-being of young children and 
their families 

 State Child Care administrators, school principals, educators and school and community 
leaders 

  Head Start and Child care directors and staff  
 
Presenters 
Linda Smith, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Early Childhood Education, HHS 

Joshua Sparrow, MD, Director, Brazelton Touchpoints Center 

Catherine Ayoub, RN, EdD, Director, Research and Evaluation, Brazleton Touchpoints Center 

Register here: 
https://brazelton.adobeconnect.com/introcpi/event/registration.html  
 
Learn more about this: 
Introducing a Compendium of Evidenced-Based Parenting Interventions by Shantel E. Meek, 
Ph.D., Senior Policy Advisor, Early Childhood Development 
 
See new resources that can inform early childhood programs, networks, and States in their 
work to partner with and support families with young children using evidence-informed 
approaches. 
 

 Compendium of Parenting Interventions   
 Intervention Implementation Guide 
 Tracking Progress in Early Care and Education: Program, Staff, and Family 

Measurement Tools 

https://brazelton.adobeconnect.com/introcpi/event/registration.html
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/blog/2015/11/introducing-a-compendium-of-evidenced-based-parenting-interventions
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/compendium_of_parenting_interventions_911_508.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/ecd/parenting_implementation_guidebook_109.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/docs/tracking-progress-early-care-education-long-version.pdf
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/docs/tracking-progress-early-care-education-long-version.pdf
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Listening Session on the Child Care National Hotline and Website 
December 9, 2015 
3:30-5pm ET 
Join ACF leadership on Wednesday, December 9 to hear about the vision for the National Hotline and 
Website as outlined in the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014. Participate and support 
a state framework by identifying barriers and challenges to the implementation with states. Share your 
thoughts on supports which align the National Hotline and Website with state plans and resources. Also, 
volunteer to participate in workgroups to further explore the possibility of linking to the website/hotline 
and work on concepts to increase readiness to support CCDF requirements. Information for accessing 
the listening session is forthcoming.  
 
Please free feel to forward the invitation to internal staff working with Child Protection Services 
agencies and Child Care Resource and Referral liaisons as they will also have valuable insights. 
 

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for more information! 
 

 
Other Information: 
 
The History of Early Childhood Education 
Early childhood education — the care and instruction of young children outside of the home — has 
become a downward extension of schooling. It is now the first rung on the educational ladder. In 
many respects, however, this most recent addition to the pedagogical hierarchy is quite different 
from its elementary and secondary predecessors.  To read more: 
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2010/history-of-early-childhood-
education 
 

RACE: Are We So Different? 
Experience this highly personal and thought-provoking exhibition at the Science Center of Iowa 
October 10, 2015, through April 3, 2016. 

People look different. Like a fingerprint, each person is unique. Each person represents a one-of-a-kind 
combination of their parents', grandparents' and family's ancestry - and every person experiences life 
somewhat differently than others. But are we so different? 

This provocative exhibition investigates race and human variation using three primary themes: the 
history of the idea of race, the science of human variation and the contemporary experience of race and 
racism in the United States. 

The exhibit includes: 
 Interactive exhibit components 
 Historical artifacts 
 Iconic objects 
 Compelling photographs 
 Multimedia presentations 

RACE: Are We So Different? is a project of the American Anthropological Association in collaboration 
with the Science Museum of Minnesota, funded by Ford Foundation and the National Science 
Foundation. 

http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2010/history-of-early-childhood-education
http://www.communityplaythings.com/resources/articles/2010/history-of-early-childhood-education


6 
 

VISITING INFORMATION 
Admission: Admission to the exhibition is included with SCI general admission ($12 for adults and $8 for 
children and seniors).  
Group Visits and Diversity Training: SCI also has developed four group visit packages to provide 
diversity and inclusion training for groups of 20-250. View group visit packages and information 
School Trips: School visits are only $2 through February 2016. Learn more about SCI School Visits 
 

 
What Does it Mean for Children to Grow up in a World with Terrorism 
From the abstract for "The Meaning of Terrorism"  
"Hardly a week goes by in the United States (and to varying degrees, in the rest of the world) that the 
word terrorism does not appear in the collective consciousness, as represented, channeled, and shaped 
by the mass media in its many print, broadcast, and internet manifestations. While relatively few 
children worldwide (and even fewer children domestically in the United States) have been the specific 
targets for acts of terrorism, some have, and most are growing up in a world in which terrorism in its 
many aspects is a salient cultural phenomenon. This paper explores the impact of growing up in a world 
with terrorism on children and youth. It considers both the direct traumatic effects of being a victim and 
the indirect effects of living in communities and societies in which the threat of terrorism is on the 
minds of children, but perhaps more importantly, of adults generally, and parents and policy makers in 
particular..." 
Excerpt from "Children and Political Violence: 
Progress on the Pathways of Risk, Resilience, and Peace" 
“On a staggering global scale, children and youth are caught up in political conflict as victims of 
politically motivated violence, voluntary or forced combatants and terrorists, refugees fleeing to safety, 
and targets of social media campaigns to radicalize and foment terror…” 
Available here: Social Policy Report (volume 29, number 2)  
Citation: Garbarino, J., Governale, A., Henry, P., & Nesi, D. (2015). Children and terrorism. Social Policy 
Report, 29(2).  

 
From Child Trends: 

Fostering Early Brain Development  

New videos for your organization 
These new short videos from Child Trends offer powerful messages for parents and providers working 
with young children. They feature Dr. Dana Suskind summarizing research on topics such as why the first 
three years of life are so important, what we know about early brain development, how to help low-
income parents, and more. We'd be happy to have you post them on your website. Just send us a note 
at staff@childtrends.org. 
Watch them here. 

 
Your Toddler Bans You from Her Birthday Party--Now What Do You Do? 
The new edition of Baby Talk provides a great resource for dealing with toddlers' irrational behavior--
and it connects you to much more information, too... more 

 
 
 

http://www.sciowa.org/downloads/static/race-group-sales-flyer.pdf
http://www.sciowa.org/learn/school-visits/
http://srcd.org/sites/default/files/documents/spr29_2.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JucbQ79lfeiQ1Be0gqv5kF1F--inqPJ5mM2Xt8g_km2jV-HTYgMcmMA3o6ld7O6Z_g9jVqe4UqrAAcssXmyiSDkvfYBouGEe1QIT4bAhghweNUuuRpb9fTPmTBPAd3aWksjVwNZzH9RGzW8KXhavYiR7KlhnKN-e90e_-_FTuIHHOw0o7gWBwpdBVs2ll3_mMY22J6tuU2I=&c=jaEgFq2sg6hpqwdkkjoMwypzpKBpEMtgA2xLFvGkZmQaxHXGBsXZzg==&ch=zfBfRmUAIxa0GVHZ6nP-a7-fxyK8dJDgaAw_SQmtnsjhxp9f_OVhug==
mailto:staff@childtrends.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/ChildTrends
http://fpg.unc.edu/presentations/babytalk
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For more information about Early Childhood Iowa, visit our website: 
http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/  

To join the ECI Stakeholders, please complete the commitment survey at:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FSXR5F2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.earlychildhoodiowa.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FSXR5F2
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2015 ECI Meeting Calendar: 
 
 

 
 

ECI State Board  
10:00 – 1:00  
November 6 (Des Moines) 
 
ECI Stakeholders Alliance  
3 – 4 Hour meetings 
December 8 (PM) 
 
ECI Area Directors 
December 9 

ECI State Dept. Directors 
8:30 – 10:30 AM 
October 2 
 
 
 
 
ECI Steering Committee  
November 5 (9:00 AM – Noon) 
 

 

 
 
2016 ECI Meeting Calendar: 
 

 
 
 
 

ECI State Board  
10:00 – 1:00  
January 8 
April 1 
June 3 
September 9 
November 4 

 
 
ECI Stakeholders Alliance  
3 – 4 Hour meetings 
February 23 (TBD) 
May 10 (PM) 
September 13 (AM) 
December 13 (PM) 
 
 
 
ECI Area Directors 
April 6 All day 
(June will be regional meetings) 
September 13 (afternoon) 
December 7 All day 
 
 
ECI State Dept. Directors 
8:30 – 10:30 

May 6 
October 7 
 
 
ECI Steering Committee  
Time Varies 
January 7 (9:00 AM –Noon) 
March 3 (9:00 – 4:00 PM) 
April 7 (9:00 AM – Noon) 
June 2 (9:00 AM – Noon) 
August 4 (9:00 AM – 4:00 PM) 
October 6 (9:00 AM – Noon) 
November 3 (9:00 AM – Noon) 
  
 
Early Childhood Iowa Day on the Hill  
February 23, 2016 
 


